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ÅEstablished on 1st March 2007

Å14th RTCP of UNU

ÅFund contribution from Malaysian Government

ÅResearch, Capacity Building & Dissemination of 

Knowledge

ÅNetwork of partner institutions

ÅFocus on developing countries
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UNU-IIGHôs Mission & Research Themes

ÅThe mission of UNU-IIGH is to undertake research,

capacity development and the dissemination of

knowledge related to key issues of human health in the

following areas:-

ïEfficiency of health care systems;

ïNewly emerging and re-emerging diseases;

ïNon-communicable diseases and mental health;

ïInformation technology in health;

ïClimate change and health

ïGlobalisation and health

ïHealth leadership
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UN Millennium Development Goals

111. Health Information System (HIS) 

. Electronic Medical Record (EMR)  

. Hospital Information Systems 
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SOURCE : CompTIA'sSecond Annual Healthcare IT Market: Insights and Opportunities, 2010

US  studies on top priorities of  doctors and healthcare providers
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Concerns
ÅHow to reduce the IT cost in healthcare?

ÅIs there any alternative software? 

ÅIs there any solution to  IT expenditure in 
healthcare?

UNU-LLDI ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΧ
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UN calls on 
Member States  
to adopt OSS for 
healthcare

Mr. Louis Dominique Ouedraogo,

Retiring Inspector, UN Joint

Inspection Unit (JIU), in his report

recommended that all countries,

would be better off adopting OSS

for medical and administrative

records in their publicly funded

healthcare services.

SOURCE: POLICIES OF UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM ORGANIZATIONS TOWARDS THE 

USE OF OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE (OSS) FOR DEVELOPMENT       

(JIU/REP/2005/7)
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UNCTD Report
Å In 2003, the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development(UNCTD)prepareda specialreport onάFreeand
Open-SourceSoftware: Implicationsfor the Information and
CommunicationsTechnologyPolicyand Development.έ

ÅThe report addressedthe advantagesof using open source
softwarein developingcountries,namely:-

1. ICTSustainability

2. Autonomy

3. IntellectualPropertyRights

(SOURCE: UNCTAD/SDTE/ECB/2003/1)
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Open source software is software 
for which the underlying source 
code has been made available for 
users. Users are then able to read 
it or change it as they wish 

Linux is a classic example of open 
source software

www.distrowatch.com
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Definition : Open Source Software (OSS)

Å Open-source software (OSS) is software whereby the software is
distributed in the form of compiledcode(binaries)aswell asthe human-
readablesourcecodefrom whichthesebinariesarecompiled.

Å TheOpenSourceDefinitionhasthree essentialfeatures:

ï It allows free re-distribution of the software without royalties or
licensingfeesto the author

ï It requires that source code be distributed with the software or
otherwisemadeavailablefor no more than the costof distribution

ï It allowsanyoneto modify the softwareor deriveother softwarefrom
it andto redistributethe modifiedsoftwareunderthe sameterms.


